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FRIENDSHIP.
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IKE honor, generosity, justice, sincerity, truthfulness and other
virtues in frequent and indiscriminate use by the unmindful,
friendship is spoken of and assurances of friendship are proffered
and acknowledged everywhere; but, like the other virtues, and,
although it is felt in some degree by all men, it is a bond and state most
rare.
Wherever a number of people are brought together, attachments are
formed between some who show to the others indifference or dislike.
There is what schoolboys call their friendship. They exchange confidences
and share in the same pastimes and sports and tricks and pranks out of
the ebullience of youth. There is the shop girl, chorus girl, society girl
friendship. They tell each other their secrets; they assist each other in
carrying out their plans, and one is expected to practice any little
deception by which the other’s plans may be furthered, or to shield her
when discovery is not desired; their relationship allows one to unbosom
herself to the other of the many important little things in which there is a
common interest.
Business men speak of their friendship, which is usually conducted
in a business-like way on a commercial basis. When favors are asked and
granted they are returned. Each will give financial aid and support and
lend his name to the other’s ventures and credit, but expects return in
kind. Risks are at times taken in business friendships by one assisting the
other where his own interests are thereby jeopardized; and business
friendship has been extended to that degree that one has placed at the
disposal of the other a large portion of his own fortune, so that the other,
fearing loss or deprived of his fortune, might regain it. But this is not
strictly business friendship.
Strictly business friendship may be
characterized by the estimate of the Wall Street man who, when ready to
organize and float a mining company of questionable value, and wishing to
give it an appearance of strength and standing, says: “I will advise Mr.
Moneybox and Mr. Dollarbill and Mr. Churchwarden, about the company.
They are friends of mine. I shall ask them to take so many shares of stock
and will make them directors. What are your friends good for if you can’t
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use them.” Friendship of politicians requires support of the party,
abetting and furthering each other’s schemes, the putting through of any
bill, irrespective of whether it is just, of benefit to the community, grants
special privilege, or is of a nature most corrupt and abominable. “Can I
depend on your friendship,” the leader asks one of his supporters when an
obnoxious measure is to be forced upon his party and imposed upon the
people. “You have it, and I will see you through,” is the answer which
assures him of the other’s friendship.
There is the friendship between genteel rakes and men of the world
described by one of them when he explains to another, “Yes, to establish
Charlie’s honor and to preserve our friendship, I lied like a gentleman.” In
the friendship between thieves and other criminals, it is not only expected
that one shall assist the other in crime, and share in the guilt as in the
plunder, but that he will go to any extreme to shield him from the law or to
secure his liberation if imprisoned. The friendship between shipmates,
soldiers and policemen requires that the acts of one, though without merit
and even shameful, will be supported and defended by another to assist
him to hold his position or to be appointed to a higher one. Through all of
these friendships there is a class spirit with which each body or set is
embued.
There is the friendship of plainsmen, mountaineers, hunters,
travelers and explorers, which is formed by their being thrown together in
the same environment, undergoing the same hardships, knowing and
struggling through the same dangers and holding similar ends in view.
The friendships of these are usually formed by the feeling or need of
mutual protection against the physical dangers, by guidance and aid given
in dangerous localities, and by assistance against wild beasts or other
enemies in the forest or desert.
Friendship must be distinguished from other relationships like
acquaintance, sociability, intimacy, familiarity, friendliness,
comradeship, devotion, or love. Those acquainted, may be indifferent or
inimical to each other; friendship requires each to have an interest in and
deep regard for the other. Sociability requires agreeable intercourse in
society and hospitable entertainment; but those who are sociable may
speak ill or act against those with whom they are agreeable. Friendship
will allow no such deceit. Intimacy may have existed for years in business,
or in other circles requiring one’s presence, yet he may loathe and despise
one with whom he is intimate. Friendship will permit of no such feeling.
Familiarity comes from intimate acquaintance or from social intercourse,
which may be irksome and disliked; no ill feeling or dislike can exist in
friendship. Friendliness is an act or the state in which one has another’s
interest at heart, which may be neither appreciated nor understood by the
other; friendship is not one-sided; it is reciprocal and understood by both.
Comradeship is personal association and companionship, which may end
when the comrades are separated; friendship does not depend on personal
contact or association; friendship may exist between those who have never
seen each other and endures, however great a distance in space and time
may intervene. Devotion is an attitude in which one holds himself toward
any person, subject or being; a state in which he becomes ardently
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engaged, in working for a cause, in striving for the attainment of some
ambition or ideal, or in the worship of Deity. Friendship exists between
mind and mind, but not between mind and an ideal, nor an abstract
principle; nor is friendship the worship which the mind gives to Deity.
Friendship affords a similar or mutual ground for thought and action
between mind and mind. Love is usually considered to be an ardent
yearning and longing for, a fervent outpouring of emotion and affection
toward some thing, person, place or being; and love is particularly thought
of and used to designate the feeling or emotions, or the affectional
relationship existing between members of a family, between lovers, or
between husband and wife. Friendship may exist between members of a
family and between man and woman; but the relationship between lovers,
or husband and wife is not friendship.
Friendship requires no
gratification of the senses nor any physical relationship. The relationship
of friendship is mental, of the mind, and is not of the senses. The love of
man toward God, or by God of man, is the attitude of an inferior to a
superior being, or that of an all powerful being to one who is finite and
incapable of understanding him.
Friendship approaches equality.
Friendship may be said to be love, if the love is devoid of passion; the
feeling or knowledge of relationship, unblinded by attachments of the
senses; a state in which the sense of superior and inferior disappears.
There are other ways in which the word has been used, such as the
friendship between man and dog, horse, and other animal. The bond
between animal and man, which is mistaken for friendship, is the
similarity of nature in desire, or the response of the desire of the animal to
the action of man’s mind on it. An animal is responsive to the action of
man and is appreciative and responsive to his thought. But it can only
respond by service, and a readiness to do that which its desire nature is
capable of doing. The animal may serve man and readily die in his service.
But still there is no friendship between animal and man, because
friendship requires a mutual understanding and responsiveness of mind
and thought, and there is no such responsiveness nor communication of
thought from animal to man. The animal can at best reflect man’s thought
to him. It cannot understand the thought except as related to its own
desire; it cannot originate thought, nor convey to man anything of a mental
nature. The reciprocity between mind and mind through thought,
essential in the bond of friendship, is impossible between man, mind, and
animal, desire.
The test of true or false friendship is in the unselfish or the selfish
interest which one has in another. True friendship is not merely a
community of interest. There may be friendship between those who have a
community of interest, but true friendship has no thought of getting
something for what is given, or being in any way repaid for what is done.
True friendship is the thinking of another and the acting with or for
another for his or her welfare, without allowing any thought of one’s own
self interest to interfere with what is thought and done for the other. True
friendship is in the unselfish motive which causes the thinking and the
acting for another’s good, without self interest.
The acting or pretending to act for another’s interests, when the cause
of such action is for one’s own satisfaction and selfish interest, is not
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friendship. This is often shown where there is a community of interests
and where those concerned speak of their friendship for each other. The
friendship lasts until one thinks he is not getting his share, or until the
other refuses to agree with him. Then the friendly relations cease and
what was called friendship was truly a self seeking interest. When one
holds a relationship called friendship with another or others because by
means of such friendship he may receive benefits, or have his wants
gratified, or obtain his ambitions, there is no friendship. The proof that a
professed friendship is no friendship, is seen when one wishes another to
do wrong. Friendship can exist where one or both or all will derive benefits
by the friendship; but if self interest is the motive which holds them
together, their friendship is seeming. In true friendship each will have the
other’s interest at heart no less than his own, because his thought of the
other is greater and more important than wants and ambitions, and his
actions and dealing show the trend of his thoughts.
True friendship will not consent to a friend’s life being endangered to
save one’s own. One who expects or wishes his friend to risk his life, to lie,
to lose his honor, in order that he might be saved from any of these risks, is
not a friend, and friendship does not exist on his side. Great devotion may
be and is shown in friendship when devotion is necessary, such as the long
and patient care for the physical or mental weaknesses of another and in
patiently working with him to relieve his suffering and to aid him in the
strengthening of his mind. But true friendship does not require, it
prohibits, the doing of physical or moral or mental wrong, and devotion
can only be used to the extent that devotion in friendship requires no
wrong to be done to anyone. True friendship is of too high a standard of
morality and honesty and mental excellence to allow devotion or
inclination to go to that degree in the supposed service of a friend if it would
injure others.
One might be willing to sacrifice himself and may even sacrifice his life
in the cause of friendship, if such sacrifice is for a noble purpose, if by such
sacrifice he does not sacrifice the interests of those who are connected with
him, and if his own interests in life are sacrificed only, and he does not
depart from duty. He shows the truest and greatest friendship who will
injure no one and do no wrong, even in the cause of friendship.
Friendship will cause one to reach out in thought or act to his friend,
to relieve him in affliction, to comfort him in distress, to lighten his
burdens and assist him when in need, to strengthen him in temptation, to
hold out hope in his despair, to help him clear away his doubts, to
encourage him when in adversity, tell him how to dispel his fears, how to
overcome his troubles, explain how to learn from disappointments and
turn misfortune into opportunity, to steady him through the storms of life,
to stimulate him to new attainments and higher ideals, and, withal, never
to retard or restrict his free action in thought or word.
Place, environment, circumstances, conditions, disposition,
temperament and position, appear to be the cause or causes of friendship.
They only appear to be. These only furnish the settings; they are not the
causes of true and lasting friendship. The friendship which is formed and
endures now is the result of a long evolution. It is not a mere chance
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happening, though friendships may begin now and be carried on and live
forever. Friendships begin through gratitude. Gratitude is not the mere
thankfulness which a beneficiary feels toward his benefactor. It is not the
thanks given to cold charity for alms, nor is it the feeling miscalled
gratitude felt or shown by an inferior for what his superior has bestowed
upon him. Gratitude is one of the noblest of the virtues and is a god-like
attribute. Gratitude is an awakening of the mind to some good thing said
or done, and the unselfish and free out-going of the heart toward the one
who did it. Gratitude levels all castes or positions. A slave may have
gratitude for the owner of his body for some kindness shown, as a sage has
gratitude for a child for awakening him to a clearer conception of some
phase of the problem of life and God has gratitude for the man who
manifests the divinity of life.
Gratitude is the ally of friendship.
Friendship begins when the mind goes out in gratitude to another for some
kindness shown by word or deed. Some kindness will be shown in return,
not by way of payment, but because of the inward prompting; because
action follows the impulses of the heart and the thought and the other in
turn feels grateful for the genuineness of the appreciation of what he has
done; and so, each feeling the sincerity and kindness of the other toward
himself, a mutual and mental understanding grows up between them and
ripens into friendship.
Difficulties will arise and the friendship will at times be sorely tried,
but the friendship will hold if self interest is not too strong. Should things
arise which interrupt or appear to break the friendship, such as going to a
distant place, or such as disagreements arising, or should communication
cease, still, the friendship, though seemingly broken, is not at an end.
Though neither should see the other before death, the friendship, having
begun, is not yet at an end. When those minds reincarnate in the next or
some future life, they will meet again and their friendship will be renewed.
When they are drawn together, some expression of thought by word
or act will reawaken the minds and they will feel and think as kindred, and
in that life stronger links may be forged in the chain of friendship. Again
will these friendships be renewed and be apparently broken by separation,
disagreements or death; but at each renewal of the friendship one of the
friends will readily recognize the other and the friendship will be reestablished. They will not know of their friendships in their former bodies
in other lives, yet the kindred feeling will be none the less strong for that.
Strong friendships appearing to spring from chance or on short
acquaintance, and which last through the vicissitudes of life, do not begin
at the apparently accidental happening of a chance meeting. The meeting
was not an accident. It was the visible link in a long chain of events
extending through other lives, and the renewed meeting and recognition
by the kindred feeling was the taking up the friendship of the past. Some
act or expression of one or both will cause the friend-feeling and it will
continue thereafter.
The destruction of friendship begins when one is jealous of the
attentions paid the other, or his friend’s attentions to others. If he envies
his friend for his having possessions, accomplishments, talents or genius,
if he wishes to put his friend in the shade or outshine him, the feelings of
jealousy and envy will create or make use of possible suspicions and
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doubts, and self interest will direct them in their work of destruction of the
friendship. With their continued activity will be called into existence the
opposites of friendship. Dislike will appear and will grow into inimity.
This is usually preceded, where the self interest is strong, by an abuse of
friendship.
The abuse of friendship begins when one’s intention is to make use of
the other without due consideration of him. This is seen in business,
where one would prefer his friend to strain a point to serve him rather than
to strain a point to serve his friend. In politics it is seen where one tries to
use his friends in his own interests without a willingness to serve them in
theirs. In social circles the abuse of friendship is manifest when one of
those who call each other friends, wishes and tries to use friends for his
own self interest. From the mild request for another to do some trifling
thing because of friendship, and when the doing is against that other’s
wish, the abuse of friendship may be carried to the request of another to
commit a crime. When the other finds that the professed friendship is only
a desire to obtain his services, the friendship weakens and may die out, or
it may change into the opposite of friendship. Friendship is not to be
abused.
The essential to the continuance of friendship is that each must be
willing that the other has freedom of choice in his thought and action.
When such attitude exists in friendship it will endure. When self interest
is introduced and continued, the friendship is likely to change into
hostility, antipathy, aversion, and hatred.
Friendship is kindredness of minds and is based and established on
the spiritual origin and ultimate unity of all beings.
Friendship is that conscious relationship between mind and mind,
which grows and is established as the result of one’s motive in thought and
act being for the best interests and well being of the other.
Friendship begins when the act or thought of one causes another
mind or other minds to recognize the kindredness between them. The
friendship grows as thoughts are directed and acts are performed without
self interest and for the permanent good of the others. Friendship is well
formed and established and cannot then be broken when the relationship
is recognized to be spiritual in its nature and purpose.
Friendship is one of the greatest and best of all relationships. It
awakens and brings out and develops the truest and noblest qualities of
the mind, through human action. Friendship can and does exist between
those who have personal interests and whose desires are similar; but
neither personal attractions nor similarity of desire can be the basis of real
friendship.
Friendship is essentially a relationship of mind, and unless this
mental bond exists there can be no real friendship. Friendship is one of
the most lasting and best of relationships. It has to do with all the faculties
of the mind; it causes the best in a man to act for his friend, and,
eventually, it causes the best in one to act for all men. Friendship is one of
the essential factors, and stimulates all other factors, in the building of
character; it tests the weak places and shows how to strengthen them; it
shows its deficiencies and how to supply them, and it guides in the work
with unselfish endeavor.
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Friendship awakens and calls forth sympathy where there had been
little or no sympathy before, and puts a friend more in touch with the
sufferings of his fellow man.
Friendship draws out honesty by compelling the deceits and false
coverings and pretenses to fall away, and allowing the genuine nature to be
seen as it is, and to express itself ingenuously in its native state. Probity is
developed by friendship, in standing the tests and proving its
trustworthiness through all the trials of friendship. Friendship teaches
truthfulness in thought and speech and action, by causing the mind to
think about that which is good or best for the friend, by causing a friend to
speak that without quibble which he believes to be true and for his friend’s
best interest. Friendship establishes faithfulness in man by his knowing
and keeping confidences. Fearlessness increases with the growth of
friendship, by the absence of doubt and distrust, and by the knowing and
exchange of good will. The quality of strength becomes stronger and purer
as friendship advances, by its exercise in the interests of another.
Friendship develops unrevengefulness in man, by quieting anger and
chasing away thoughts of ill will, rancor or malice and by thinking of the
other’s good. Harmlessness is called forth and established through
friendship, by one’s inability to hurt his friend, by the friendliness which
friendship stimulates, and by the unwillingness of a friend to do aught that
would harm the other. Through friendship generosity is inspired, in the
wish to share and to give the best that one has to his friends.
Unselfishness is learned through friendship, by readily and gladly
subordinating one’s wishes to the best interests of his friend. Friendship
causes the cultivation of temperateness, by the practice of self restraint.
Friendship evokes and perfects courage, by causing one to face danger
boldly, to act bravely, and to valiantly defend the cause of another.
Friendship promotes patience, by causing one to bear with the faults or
vices of his friend, to persevere in showing them to him when advisable,
and to endure the time necessary for their overcoming and transforming
into virtues. Friendship aids in the growth of worthiness, by esteem for
another, and the rectitude and integrity and high standard of life which
friendship demands.
Through friendship is attained the power of
helpfulness, by listening to one’s troubles, partaking in his cares, and by
showing the way for the overcoming of his difficulties. Friendship is a
promoter of purity, by aspiring to high ideals, by the cleansing of one’s
thoughts, and devotion to true principles. Friendship aids in the
development of discrimination, by causing one to search out, criticize and
analyze his motives, to arraign, examine and judge his thoughts, and to
determine his action and discharge his duties to his friend. Friendship is
an aid to virtuousness, by demanding the highest morality, by exemplary
nobleness and by living in conformity with its ideals. Friendship is one of
the educators of the mind, because it clears away obscurities and requires
the mind to see its intelligent relationship to another, to measure and
understand that relationship; it gives an interest in other’s plans and aids
in the developing of them; it causes the mind to become modified,
equalized and well balanced by quieting its restlessness, checking its
effusiveness, and regulating its expression. Friendship requires of the
mind the control of its turbulence, the overcoming of its resistance, and
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the bringing order out of confusion by righteousness in thought and
justice in action. Friendship by singleness of purpose assists the mind to
distinguish its identity, arrive at self knowledge, and finally to see its
relationship with all others.
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HERE are comparatively few true friendships in the world, because
few men are true enough to themselves to have true friendships.
Friendship cannot thrive in an atmosphere of deceit. Friendship
requires the nature to express itself truly, and unless there is
honesty of expression friendship will not live. Man is his own best friend
when he is truest in his friendships.
Mind attracts mind and complements mind. The finding of a friend is
like the coming to life of another side of one’s own mental self. When a
friend is found the friendship will not be perfect because neither mind is
perfect. Both have innumerable faults and shortcomings, and neither can
reasonably expect that his friend should show that perfection to which he
himself has not attained. Friendship cannot be bargained for like the fit of
a garment. Acquaintances may be chosen, but friendships arrange
themselves. Friends will be drawn together as naturally as magnet
attracts iron.
Friendship forbids the surrender of opinions, the acquiescence to
requests, or to a blind following of our friend’s lead. Friendship requires
one to value his own beliefs, to be independent in thought, and to offer
reasonable remonstrance and resistance to all that is not believed right in
his friend. Friendship requires the strength to stand alone if need be.
In reading a good book, a feeling of kindredness is often awakened by
the author when he unveils something to us and writes out in living words
the thought that we have long harbored. It is our own whispered thought,
as though we had voiced it. We are grateful that it has been given form in
words. We may not have seen the writer, centuries may have passed since
he walked the earth, but he still lives, for he has thought our thought and
speaks that thought to us. We feel that he is at home with us and is our
friend and we feel at home with him.
With strangers we cannot be ourselves. They will not let us. They do
not know. With our friend we cannot help being ourselves, for he knows
us. Where friendship exists much explanation is unnecessary for we feel
that our friend already understands.
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People who speak or think about friendship belong to one of two
classes: those who consider it to be a relationship of the senses, and those
who speak of it as a relationship of the mind. There is no combination of
the two, or a third class. Men who perceive friendship to be of the mind are
of two kinds. One knows it to be of the spirit, the spiritual mind, the other
thinks of it as mental or intellectual relationship. The men who regard it
as being of the senses are also of two kinds. Those who feel it to be a
relationship to please sentiment and gratify desires or emotions, and those
who reckon it as a physical asset, concerning physical things.
The man who reckons friendship as a physical asset forms his
estimate on a strictly physical basis. This he determines by what a man is
worth in money and possessions, and the prestige which these give him.
He figures his estimate without emotion or sentiment. He looks at the
friendship in a matter of fact way, for what it is worth to him. What he calls
friendship lasts as long as his “friend” retains his possessions, but it ends
if they are lost. Then there is not much feeling about it; he is sorry that his
friend has lost his fortune, and he his friend, but he finds another one with
money to take the place of the one lost to him. It is almost irreverent to
speak thus of friendship.
The greatest number of those who speak of friendship belong to the
second kind of the first class. The nature of their friendship is psychic and
is of the senses. This applies to those who have a community of interest
and seek each other to obtain their particular ends, such as the
worshippers of society and to those who are temperamentally sentimental,
being governed by their emotions. In this circle are included those who
yearn for personalities, those who feel contented only when in the
atmosphere of personalities. They call those who so please them their
friends, not because of the benefits of intellectual intercourse, but because
of the agreeableness of the personal magnetism of their presence. This
lasts as long as their sentiments and desires are suited to each other.
Psychic or desire friendships change or end when the nature of the
particular phase of desire, which is their bond, changes. Such are the
natures of the money and the desire friendships.
The mind acts through the desires and has to do with them, yet
neither that which is of the physical world nor of the world of desire can
understand friendship. The relationship of friendship is essentially of the
mind. Those only can understand friendship who regard it as being of the
mind and not of the personality, nor of the body, nor relating to the
possessions or the desires and emotions of that personality. Things of the
physical world and desires of personality may be related by such terms as
self interest, or liking, or attraction, or affection, and may be mutually
agreeable, but they are not friendship. A perception or understanding of
kindredness of mind and mind is the beginning of real friendship, and the
relationship between those who thus regard it may be called mental
friendship. The friendship of this class is between those who are of similar
quality and likeness of mind, or who have the same or a similar ideal in
mind. They are attracted to each other by a certain mutual mental
appreciation of quality and purpose of thought and ideal, independently of
physical possessions, or of attraction by a community of interests, or by
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emotional tendencies, or by qualities of the magnetism of desire.
Friendship stands out from and above personal traits and likes and faults
and tendencies. Friendship may be formed between the lowly and the
eminent as well as between those of equal education and station in life.
Mental friendship is to be distinguished as being of an intellectual
quality and character. This is shown by the action and relation of mind
with mind as distinct from the thought of money and the traits and habits
of personality. The physical presence of a personality is not necessary to
friendship between minds. When the personalities are agreeable to each
other and to each mind they are often desirable, as they allow the mind to
act without restraint. But personality can also be of service in trying and
proving the strength and fidelity of the friendship. By reason of the
differences in tastes, habits, mannerisms and expressions of personalities
of friends, one will at times seem to be objectionable to the other, or will feel
uncomfortable or ill at ease in his company. A personality may be abrupt
and his habits objectionable to his friend, who may voice his opinions and
these in turn may be objectionable to the other one, but they hold a
common ideal and feel kindred in mind. If the friendship is truly
understood between both, any rupture due to their jarring personalities
may easily be repaired. But if the friendship is not understood and if the
dissimilar personalities are too strong, the friendship will be broken or
deferred. Many friendships are formed which seem strange. A rough,
brusque, sour, bitter or bilious personality of peculiar habits may veil a
mind of great power and worth. Another mind of less power perhaps may
have a more agreeable and attractive personality, whose manners are
trained to the conventionalities of polite society. Where friendship exists
between such, the minds will agree, but their personalities will clash. The
friendships which are most agreeable, though not always the best, are
those where people hold similar positions, have nearly equal possessions,
and have a schooling and breeding which have given them a like degree of
culture, and whose ideals are alike. These will be attracted to each other,
but their friendship may not be as beneficial as if their personalities were of
contrary dispositions, because, where natures and conditions are
agreeable there will be no exercise of the virtues to maintain and develop
friendship.
True mental friendships begin or are formed by the contact and
appreciation of mind with mind. This may result from association, or
without either one having seen the other. Some of the strongest
friendships have been formed where neither friend had seen the other. A
noted instance is that of the friendship between Emerson and Carlyle.
Kindredness of mind was recognized and appreciated by Emerson when he
read “Sartor Resartus.” In the author of that book Emerson at once
perceived a friend, and communicated with Carlyle who had an equally
keen appreciation for Emerson’s mind. Later Emerson visited Carlyle.
Their personalities did not agree, but their friendship continued through
life, and it did not end.
Friendship of a spiritual nature, or spiritual friendship, is based on
the knowledge of the relationship of mind with mind. This knowledge is
not a feeling, not an opinion, nor the result of the cogitations of the mind.
It is a calm, firm, deep-seated conviction, as the result of being conscious
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of it. It is to be distinguished from other kinds of friendship in that, where
each of the other kinds may change or end, friendship of the spiritual
nature cannot end. It is the result of a long series of relationships between
minds in whom knowledge is a spiritual bond of unity. There are few
friendships of this class, because few people in life have cultivated the
spiritual nature by seeking knowledge above all other things. Friendship
of the spiritual nature does not depend upon religious forms. It is not
made up of pious thoughts. Spiritual friendship is greater than all
religious forms. Religions must pass, but spiritual friendship will live on
forever. Those who see into the spiritual nature of friendship are not
influenced by the ideals which one may hold, nor by the desires and
emotions which may become manifest, nor by any physical possessions, or
the lack of them. Friendship based on the spiritual nature of mind lasts
through all incarnations. Mental friendship may be severed by the
changing of ideals and the antagonisms of contrary personalities. The
friendships called psychic and physical are not proper friendships.
The two essentials to friendship are, first, that the thought and action
of one are for the best interests and well being of the other; and, second,
that each lets the other have freedom in thought and action.
Within the universal mind there is the divine plan, that each mind
shall learn its own divinity, and the divinity of other minds, and finally
shall know the unity of all. This knowledge commences with friendship.
Friendship begins with the feeling or a recognition of kindredness. When
friendship is felt for one it extends to two or more, and to wider circles, until
one becomes a friend of all. A knowledge of the kindredness of all beings
must be learned while man is in the personality. Man learns from his
personality. He cannot learn without it. Through his personality man
makes and learns friends. Then he learns that friendship is not of the
personality, the mask, but of the mind, the wearer and user of the
personality. Later, he extends his friendship and knows it in the spiritual
nature of the mind; then he knows of universal friendship, and he becomes
a friend of all.
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